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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re Patent Application of: 

Alan J. Ruud et al. 

Serial No.: 09/696,676 

Filed: October 24, 2000 

Title: LOW-PROFILE OVERHEAD 

INDUSTRIAL LIGHT FIXTURE 

Hon. Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Box Non-Fee Amendment 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

DECLARATION OF ALAN J. RUUD, ERIC HAUGAARD, AND KURT WILCOX 

UNDER 37 C.F.R.S 1.131 

I hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am one of the named inventors of U.S. Patent Application Serial Number 
09/696,676 ("the application") directed to a low-profile industrial light fixture. In the 
improvement of this invention, the housing forms a substantially enclosed space wherein the 
power-related components and the lamp-mounting socket for the light fixture are secured to 
the housing by being positioned within this enclosed space. The application was filed on 
October 24, 2000. 

2. I became aware of U.S. Patent Number 6,394,628 ("Wang") after it was cited 
during the Patent and Trademark Office examination of the application as a reference under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e) that anticipates claims 1-3, 6-9, and 13. The effective date for Wang as a 
reference under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is the date that its underlying patent application was filed, 
February 23, 2000. 

3. Prior to February 23, 2000, I collaborated with the other two undersigned inventors 
and we conceived and reduced to practice the invention claimed by the application. Such 
conception and reduction to practice was in connection with our research and development 
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work for Ruud Lighting, Inc., assignee of the application. In support, I submit the specific 
facts set forth below and the attached supporting documents which are identified herein and 
incorporated as part of this declaration. 

4. Prior to February 23, 2000, we, the undersigned inventors, had conceived and then 
reduced to practice a low-profile light fixture that satisfies all of the elements of claims 1-3,6- 
9, and 13 in the application. Reduction to practice included the construction of a working 
prototype. Such conception and reduction to practice was earlier than the redacted date on 
Exhibit A, a true and correct copy of a document entitled "Materials/Supplies Requisition" 
which is attached and made a part of this declaration. Exhibit A is a request from Eric 
Haugaard for authorization to purchase the tooling needed to fabricate, among other things, 
the parts for the housing claimed in the application. In particular, Exhibit A is directed to the 
authorization for the purchase of tooling from Dickmann Mfg. Co. for the fabrication of a 
"Simplicity Base" and a "Simplicity Cover". 

5. Subsequent to the redacted date of Exhibit A, approval was received for the 
purchase of the requested tooling to begin manufacture of the parts comprising the housing 
claimed in the application. This approval is reflected by Exhibit B, a true and correct copy of 
a document entitled "Appropriation Request for Capital Spending" which is attached and made 
a part of this declaration. Exhibit B shows by its redacted dates that said approval was 
obtained prior to February 23, 2000. Exhibit B further documents that the tooling is 
designated as being needed for a project entitled "Simplicity Industrial Series". The rationale 
for this project is set forth in Exhibit B as being for a "new fixture offering." Two components 
of the Simplicity Industrial Series were the Simplicity Base and the Simplicity Cover which 
were reflected by the stamping designations, IS098X and IS099X, found on Exhibit B. 

6. True and correct copies of Purchase Order No. 00267 and Purchase Order No. 
00268 are marked as Exhibit C and attached and made a part of this declaration. Purchase 
Order No. 00267 is for the purchase from Dickmann Mfg. Co. of the tooling designed to 
fabricate the Simplicity Base which was given the part number, ISO98X01. Purchase Order 
No. 00268 is for the purchase as well from Dickmann Mfg. Co. of the tooling designed to 
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fabricate the Simplicity Cover which was given the part number, ISO99X01 . These purchase 
orders bear an order date that has been redacted which is earlier than February 23, 2000. 

7. True and correct copies of Part Drawing No. IS098X for the Simplicity Base and 
Part Drawing No. ISO99X01 for the Simplicity Cover are marked as Exhibit D and attached 
and made a part of this declaration. These drawings were prepared by Kurt Wilcox and show 
redacted creation dates prior to February 23, 2000. Each drawing shows a part number 
corresponding to the part number shown on the documents in Exhibit C for the tooling 
needed to manufacture that part. 

8. Drawings Nos. IS098X and 1SO99X01 together disclose each element and 
limitation for the housing set forth in claims 1-3, 6-9, and 13 of the application. In particular, 
Drawing No. IS098X discloses all of the structural elements claimed for the top member in 
claims 6-9 and 13. Similarly, Drawing No. ISO99X01 discloses all of the structural elements 
claimed for the bottom member in claims 6-9 and 13. In particular, the only difference 
between the Simplicity Base shown in Drawing No. IS098X and the top member 40 shown in 
the drawings included with the application is the elimination of certain venting from the 
central top-wall and sidewalls, a feature that is not a claimed limitation in the application. 
Likewise, the only difference between the Simplicity Cover shown in Drawing No. 
ISO99X01 and the bottom member 80 shown in the drawings included with the application is 
the addition of certain slots to the bottom wall, a feature that is also not a claimed limitation 
in the application. 

9. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; I further declare 
that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both under 18 U.S.C. IT 001 and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 




In re Serial No. 09/696,676 Page 4 

Ruud et al. 



By: 




Eric Haugaard 
Dated: - O - CQ- 

By: 

Kurt Wilcox 
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